Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 21st March, 2005 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. M.H Cavanagh.

Also Present:
Cllrs. C. Connery, J. Brennan, P. Dunphy, C. Long, 

M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, A. Phelan, D. Doyle, M. Doran,

 M. Noonan, T. Brennan, P. Millea, D. Dowling, 

M. Shortall, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Cody, M. O’Brien,

C. Phelan-Holden, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, P. O’Neill, 

M. Brett, T. Maher. W. Ireland, J. Coonan. 
In Attendance: 
M. Malone, Co. Manager, P. O’Neill, T. Walsh, J. McCormack, T. Gunning, Directors of Service,  J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, M. Mullally, A.M. Walsh, M. Brennan Senior Executive Officers, M. Newport, Senior Social Worker and

 A. Waldron, Meetings Administrator.

At the outset of the meeting the Cathaoirleach congratulated James Stephens, Hurling Club on their victory in the All – Ireland Senior Club championship. Best wishes were forwarded to Carrickshock and Galmoy hurling clubs who will be competing in the Intermediate and Junior Club championships on Easter Monday. 

Mr. Michael Brennan was welcomed to the position of Senior Executive Officer in Human Resources. 

The Kilkenny based athletes who took part in the All-Ireland juvenile indoor athletics championship over the weekend were congratulated on their excellent performances. 
Votes of Sympathy:
A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 

· Sean Galway, Rathcusack, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Bridie Galway.
· Ann McDowell, Dungarvan, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her sister Brigid O’ Gorman 

· The Beehan Family, St. Kierans Place, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of John Beehan. 

· Jim & Francis Dunne, Skelpstown, Clomore, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their father Nicholas Dunne. 

· Dick Walsh, Tullaroan, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father Chris Walsh. 

· Mary Fitzgerald, Orchardton, Callan Road, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Alexis Fitzgerald 

· Michael Knox, 66 Fatima Place, Kilkenny on the death of his wife Peggy Knox. 

· Robert Forristal, Shanbogh, Via New Ross, Co. Wexford on the death of his mother Margaret Forristal 

· Dr. Wally Walsh, Hoodsgrove, New Ross on the death of his brother Dr. Tom Walsh. 

· Mr. James Forristal, Shanbogh, Via New Ross, Co. Wexford on the death of his mother Margaret Forristal. 

· Jim Mackey, Mangan, The Rower, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Brid Mackey. 

· Margaret Doherty, Forristalstown, Glenmore, Via Waterford, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father Micheal Dowling. 

· Patricia O’ Shea, Shanbogh, Via New Ross, Co. Wexford on the death of her sister Margaret Forristal. 

· Breda Boyle, Shanbogh, Via New Ross, Co. Wexford on the death of her sister Margaret Forristal. 

· The Burke Family, Dean Cavanagh Place on the death of Tom Burke. 

· The Knox Family, Fatima Place on the death of Peggy Knox. 

· The Guidera Family, Assumption Place on the death of Paddy Guidera. 

1.
Confirmation of Minutes:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 21st February, 2005. 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 21st February, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 11th January, 2005
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:  

“That the minutes of the Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting  held on 11th January, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(c)
Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 3- Environmental Policy,       Fire Services and Emergency Planning, held on 16th February, 2005
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved: 
“That the minutes of the SPC No.3  held on 16th February, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(d)
Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 2- Infrastructure,               Transportation, Water Services & Other Policy issues, held on 24th February, 2005 
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved: 
“That the minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 held on 24th February, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
(e)
Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4, Housing & Social Policy    held on 1st March, 2005. 
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved: - 

“That the minutes of SPC 4   held on 1st March, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

  (f) 
   Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 7th March, 2005 
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 7th March, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
  (g)     Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 8th March, 2005 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:
“That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Area meeting held on 8th March, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
(h)     Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 9th March, 2005 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 9th March, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

2.
Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council.

  (a)
Housing and Other Disposal.

Housing Disposal 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

	(a) (b)
	
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 2 Pococke Valley Upper, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to John Tallis and Linda Cass in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme” 




(b)
Other Disposal 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-

	
	(i)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in site at No.1 Bolton, Callan, Co. Kilkenny to Harold and Nessa Creaney for the sum of €35,000. 



	
	(ii)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of derelict site at Kilmoganny to George Daniels, Kilmoganny, Co. Kilkenny for the sum of €10.00 with the purchaser being responsible for all legal costs involved”. 



	
	(iii)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of sale of site at Clifden to Tony & Olive Pierce, Clifden, Co. Kilkenny for the sum of €10.00 with the purchasers being responsible for all legal costs associated with the sale. This is a residual piece of ground remaining after road widening.  



	
	(iv)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of a derelict site at Kimoganny to Bishop Forristal, Kilmoganny, Co. Kilkenny, to be used for community purposes, for the sum of €10.00 with the purchaser being responsible for all legal costs involved. 


	
	(v)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of sale of site at Belview, Co. Kilkenny to Store-All warehousing Ltd, Belview, Co. Kilkenny for the sum of €40,000.00. This site is jointly owned by the Port of Waterford Company (65%) and Kilkenny County Council (35%) and the proceeds of the sale will be on this basis. 
Cllr. T. Breathnach absented himself for this resolution.
       



	
	
	



	
	
	



(c) 
Notice of Proposed Development by a Local Authority in Accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000- 

(i) Development of 2 private sites at Norewood Heights, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny on lands owned by Kilkenny County Council. 

(Notification issued to members on 10th March, 2005)
It was proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and agreed “That Kilkenny County Council don’t proceed with this development”

During a discussion on this issue Cllr. P. O’ Neill informed the meeting that this site was originally designated as a green area. 
Mr. John McCormack, Director of Services agreed that this development would not proceed at this stage in order to enable the local community utilise the site as a green area. He informed the meeting that until now, the locals had shown no interest in the site and it had fallen into dereliction. It was agreed to revisit the option of developing this site in 12 months if no action is taken in the meantime. It was further agreed that Councillors attention be drawn to notices where open spaces are to be affected byby any proposed development.
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-

(ii) Development of 1 private site at Ballyreddin, Bennettsbridge, 
Co. Kilkenny on lands owned by Kilkenny County Council. 
(Notification issued to members on 10th March, 2005)

(iii) Demolish and replace existing rural cottage at Ballymountain, Carrigeen, Co. Kilkenny.
(iv) (Notification issued to members on 11th March, 2005)

(v) Erection of Infill replacement dwelling at Main Street, Mullinavat, 
(vi) Co. Kilkenny. 
(Notification issued to members on 11th March, 2005)

(vii) Amend the previously permitted development (dated 20th September, 2004) of 20 houses at Brandondale, Graiguenamanagh such that house numbers 15 to 20 inclusive are relocated within the site and with minor alterations to the previously permitted house types. 

(Notification issued to members on 11th March, 2005)

         (d)
 Housing 
	(i)
	
	Adoption of new Traveller Accommodation Programme 2004-2008
Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby adopts the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008 as circulated to the Elected members”.  




Contributions by Cllrs. M. Shortall, J. Coonan, D. Dowling, 
M. Lanigan.
 In response to a query from Cllr. J. Coonan Mr. John McCormack informed the meeting that works were advanced for improvements to the Hebron Road, Halting Site. It was agreed that this matter be put on the Agenda in two months time. 
	(ii)
	
	Operation and Implementation of Part V, Housing Strategy.




Mr. John McCormack, Director of Services presented a report on the operation and implementation of Part V of the Housing Strategy. In his report he outlined the options open to developers, what the take up had been up to the end of 2004 and the projected take up for the rest of the term of the Housing Strategy. 

Contributions by Cllrs. B. Aylward, D. Dowling, M. O’ Brien, 
J. Coonan. 
It was agreed to have the issue of unfinished housing estates put on the next housing SPC agenda. 
	(e)
	
	  Finance 

Proposed by Cllr. P O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- 



	(i)
(ii)
	
	“That, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, Kilkenny County Council hereby approves overdraft borrowings to a maximum amount of €4.5m for the half year ending 30th June, 2005”.

“That, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, Kilkenny County Council hereby approves overdraft borrowings to a maximum amount of €4.5m for the half year ending 31st December, 2005”


At this juncture Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh, Cathaoirleach vacated the Chair and the Chair was taken up by Cllr. Joe Cody, Leas Cathaoirleach. 
(f)        Roads 
Roadwork’s Scheme 2005 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved: -

“That the Roadwork’s Scheme 2005 as presented at the five area meetings taking into account any amendments made at these meetings be and is hereby approved”

It was proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council write to the Minister for Transport requestingrequesting that he meet with a deputation from the Thomastown Electoral Area to seek the commencement of Bypass for Thomastown as a matter of urgency”. 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the Development Contribution Scheme Roads Element 2005 as adopted at each area meeting”. 

(g)
Corporate Affairs 
Service Indicators for 2004 

It was agreed that this matter would be placed on the Agenda for the April Meeting to allow members time to go through them in more detail. 
(h)       Planning 

Draft Local Area Plans – Freshford, Kells, Goresbridge, Environs of New Ross on public display from 28th March, 2005. 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. P. Millea and resolved:- 

“That the Draft Local Area Plans for Freshford, Kells, Goresbridge, Environs of New Ross be put on public display from 28th March, 2005 for the prescribed period”. 

(i) Environment 

Litter Management Plan 

The members welcomed the plan and thanked the environment section for their hard work during 2004. Philip O’ Neill went through the Litter Management Plan in detail and answered members questions.
The members singled out the following priority areas for attention:- 

· Take Aways – Especially in Kilkenny City Centre

· New Deli Type operations – High Street/Kieran Street

· Cigarette Butts – Enforcement

· Second level schools – lunchtime – City Centre Area

· Hoarding of household waste – particularly bad in some housing      

estates co-ordination action required 

· Abandoned cars – registration has in some cases a non legal entity –
should be followed up nationally. 

· Rapid Response Unit needed – clean ups of illegal dumping and bottle 

banks.

· CCTV Mobile Units – bottle banks
The County Manager informed the meeting that Kilkenny Local Authorities had put huge resources towards the prevention and clearing of litter and would continue to do so. However, he stressed the need to have co-operation from the public and the various commercial outlets. 

Contributions made by:- Cllrs. D. Doyle, D. Dowling, M. Noonan, J. Brennan, J. Coonan, C. Long, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, P. O’ Neill, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Brett, T. Breathnach, M. Shortall, P. Millea, B. Aylward, T. Maher. 

3.
Urgent Correspondence.

It was proposed by Cllr. Maurice Shortall, Seconded by Cllr. Pat Millea and resolved: - 
“That Kilkenny County Council would write to the Minister for Justice to request that extra Garda resources be provided for North Kilkenny and that there bebe a permanent Garda presence local to this area, particularly during night time hours”. 
Under the heading of Urgent Correspondence, Cllr. B. Aylward requested that Kilkenny County Council fix a special meeting to discuss a possible rezoning of lands at Leggettsrath. It was agreed that this issue would be dealt with under, Item 10 Any Other Business
4.
Business Adjourned from a Previous Meeting.


Proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- 

“That the allocations for Urban and Village renewal as received from the Department of the Environment, be and are hereby agreed”. 

Philip O’ Neill, Director of Services informed the meeting that a report based on the significant increases in funding announced for these schemes would be brought before the Council at the April or May Meetings. 

Contributions by Cllrs. C. Connery, T. Breathnach and M. Doran. 
5. Fix Dates and Times of Meetings:

Schedule of meetings from March 2005 to May 2005.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Millea, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- 
“That the schedule of meetings from March 2005 to May 2005 as attached be and is hereby agreed”
6. Consideration of Reports and Recommendation of Committees of the Council.

(a) Report of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 11th January, 2005. 
Report presented by Cllr. P. O’ Neill.

Issues considered:-

· Goresbridge Draft Local Area Plan 

· Thomastown Traffic Plan 

· Miscellaneous/ Any other business including provision of footpaths, public lighting and erection of ESB poles. 

(b) Report on Strategic Policy Committee No. 3- Environmental Policy, Fire Services, and Emergency Planning  held on 16th February, 2005 
Report presented by Cllr. C. Connery. 
Issues considered 

· Developments under the Kyoto  principle 

· Refuse collection in rural areas 

· Nitrates Directive

· Schedule of meetings 2005 
(c)
Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 2 – Infrastructure, Transportation, Water Services and Other held on 24th February, 2005 

Report presented by Cllr. P. Dunphy 

The main issues addressed during the course of the meeting were as follows: 

· Update on National Roads 

· Corporate Plan 

· R.700

· Five year roads programme plan 

· Group Sewerage Schemes 

· South East on track

· Speed limit review

· Community Involvement Scheme

It was proposed by M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. P’ O’ Neill and resolved:-
“That Kilkenny County Council write to the Minister for Transport to have the R.700 road between Kilkenny and New Ross upgraded from a regional road to a National Secondary Road because of the strategic nature of the road”. 

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council write to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that he decide as a matter of urgency whether the site at Woodstown is to be designated as a Heritage site in order to expedite completion of the Waterford City by pass”. 

(d)  
Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4 – Housing & Social Policy    held on 1st March, 2005. 

This report was presented by Cllr. B. Aylward. 

The issues discussed at this meeting were: -

· Assessment of Housing Needs 2005 

· Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008 Programme unanimously adopted by the committee. 

· Anti social behaviour- Agreed that the committee would write to the superindendent in Thurles Garda Station to outline the concerns expressed at the perceived lack of response by the gardai to incidents of anti social behaviour in a private estate in Urlingford. 
· Solar Energy 

· Horse Project sub committee to attend the next meeting of the SPC to make a presentation. 

(e)      Report of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 7th March, 2005 
Report presented by Cllr. J. Brennan 
Issues discussed 

· Expanded Electoral Area Meeting rescheduled for June 

· Reception of deputation from Ballinalsee Action group

· Reception of deputation from DISC 

· Roadwork’s Scheme 2005 

· Update on Public Lighting Programme 

· Proposals for old railway site Ballyragget and Johnstown Vocational School 

· Draft Freshford Local Area Plan presentation 

· Notice of Motion from Cllr. C. Connery “That Kilkenny County Council prepare local area plans for rural parishes e.g. Conahy, Ballouskill, Ballyfoyle/Muckalee, Lisdowney, Gathabawn in order to facilitate the order development of those rural areas”.

· Additional works at Loughinny. 

(e) (f)      Report of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 8th March, 2005. 
Report presented by Cllr. D. Dowling. 
Issues addressed during the course of the meeting as follows:- 

· Roadwork’s Scheme 2005 

· Development Contribution Scheme 2005 

· Waterford Planning Land use and Transport Study

· Proposed Civic Amenity Site for South Kilkenny. 

(g)
Report of County Development Board Meeting held on 22nd February, 2005. 

This report was presented by Cllr. C. Connery 

Issues discussed at this meeting

· Review of County Development Board Strategy 

· Report on Gender Strategy 

· Corporate Plan- Kilkenny County Council
· Cohesion funding 

· Youth initiative 

· Discussion also took place on the reconstitution of sub groups, the sustaining of the traveller development worker in Kilkenny City, Anti social behaviour and the pride of place competition.  

7.
Other Business Set Forth in the Notice Convening the Meeting.


None.

8 Conferences.

Proposed by Cllr. B. Ireland, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-
“That the list of conferences as circulated be and is hereby approved”. 
9  
Matters Arising from Minutes.
The following amendments were made to the minutes of the Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 9th March, 2005. 
Item 3:             Draft Roads Works Scheme 2005:
 
  N. 76 – Junction at Killamery –  Cllr. Maher requested that the Provision of Public Lighting at this junction be actively pursued with the NRA.
 
Item 5:             Local Recreational Budget Callan:
 
  Slate quarries - Cllr. Doran requested that the Slate quarries be borne in mind when future flagship projects are being considered by Kilkenny County Council for the spending of the Recreational Development Charges.
 
Item 6:             A.O.B:
 
 Mr. Dempsey also gave a commitment to engage consultants for the preparation of an over-all plan for the Fair Green.
10.
Any Other Business.

At this juncture Cllr. Bobby Aylward as indicated earlier in the meeting, requested that Kilkenny County Council hold a Special Meeting to discuss possible rezoning of lands at Leggetsrath. This was seconded by Cllr. Pat Millea. John McCormack,read out to the meeting Part 4 of Standing Orders which governs the calling of a special meeting. Cllr. Michael O’ Brien expressed surprise that this request should come before the Council so soon after the briefing meeting of March 7th. An amendment to the original proposal to have a special meeting on April 11th was proposed by Cllr. M. Shortall and seconded by Cllr. Tomas Breathnach. This amendment read “That a date for a special meeting of Kilkenny County Council to discuss the matter of possible rezoning of lands at Leggettsrath be fixed at the ordinary meeting of Kilkenny County Council due to be held on Monday 18th April.
This matter was put before the elected members and the subsequent vote took place as follows:- 

For Cllrs:- M. Shortall, J. Coonan, J. Cody, M. Brett, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, M. Noonan, A. Phelan, M. O’ Brien, T. Breathnach. Total 10 

Against Cllrs:- P. Millea, J. Brennan, C. Connery, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Doran, W. Ireland, D. Doyle, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, C. Long, C. Phelan-Holden, P. Dunphy. Total 12.
Absent: Cllrs. M.H. Cavanagh, T. Maher, P. O’ Neill, T. Brennan. 

As the amendment was deemed to be defeated Councillors were asked to vote on the original motion proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward and Seconded by Cllr. P. Millea:-
“That a Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council take place at 2.00 p.m. on Monday 11th April to discuss the matter of a possible rezoning of lands at Leggettsrath”. 

The vote was as follows For Cllrs:- P. Millea, J. Brennan, C. Connery, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Doran, W. Ireland, D. Doyle, T. Brennan, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, C. Long, C. Phelan-Holden, P. Dunphy. Total 13 

Against:- Cllrs. M. Shortall, J. Coonan, J. Cody, M. Brett, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, M. Noonan, A. Phelan, M. O’ Brien, T. Breathnach. Total 10

Absent: Cllrs. M.H. Cavanagh, T. Maher and P. O’ Neill 

This motion was deemed to be carried. Councillors were reminded that the detailed notice of motion stating the reasons for this request for rezoning should be with the meetings administrator 7 clear days before the date of this meeting. 

In addition to the resolution to have a special meeting on Monday 11th April, a written request was also forwarded to the Leas Cathaoirleach during the course of the debate requesting that a special meeting be held on the 11th April at 2.00 p.m. This request was signed by Councillors: - J. Brennan, T. Brennan, B. Aylward, P. Millea, D. Doyle, P. Dunphy, C. Long, W. Ireland and C. Phelan-Holden. 
11.       Notices of Motion.

11(05)
Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh 

Proposed by Cllr. C. Long, Seconded by Cllr. C. Phelan-Holden and resolved:- 
“In recognition of the fact that cancer of the cervix is the second most common cancer among women worldwide and caused 233,000 deaths in the year 2000, that this Council calls on the Minster for Health and Children to provide a nationwide cervical pre-cancer screening programme”. 

12(05)
Cllrs. Maurice Shortall & John Brennan 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Shortall, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- 

“That Kilkenny County Council fully accepts the signed statement provided by Councillor John Brennan, Seamus Pattison T.D., Phil Hogan T.D., John McGuinness T.D., Liam Aylward MEP, Senators John Paul Phelan and Fergal Browne, former Councillor Martin Carroll and others who were also in attendance, that at a meeting on 12th December 2002 Ms. Mary Harney T.D., then Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment made a clear and unambiguous commitment to the workforce of Comerama, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny, regarding their entitlements under new redundancy payments legislation. Kilkenny County Council notes that on the basis of Ms. Harney’s assurances the Comerama workforce agreed terms and dates for their redundancy, which caused them to lose approximately €900,000 because Ms. Harney’s commitments were not honored. The Council calls upon the current Minister for Enterprise, Trade & Employment, Mr. Micheal Martin to enter into immediate negotiations with the ex-comerama workers representatives with a view to agreeing a mechanism to address their loss. 


The Leas Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Phil Funchion from SIPTU and the representatives from Comerama who were attending the meeting. 
Contributions by Cllrs. P. Millea, M. O’ Brien, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, M. Brett, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, C. Connery, P. Dunphy, P. O’ Neill. As the meeting extended over 6.00 p.m. during the discussion on this notice of motion it was proposed by 
Cllr. P. Millea, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:-
“That the Standing Orders of Kilkenny County Council be amended to allow discussion on this item”. 

The meeting concluded at 6.15 p.m. 

