Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 19th December, 2005 at 3.00 p.m. in the Branch Library, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny. 
Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. M. Shortall 

Also Present: 
Cllrs. J. Brennan, P. Dunphy, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, A. Phelan, M. Doran, T. Brennan, C. Connery, 
P. Millea, D. Dowling, P. Fitzpatrick, J.Cody,
 M. O’ Brien, C. Phelan-Holden, B. Aylward, 

T. Breathnach, P. O’ Neill, M. Brett, T. Maher, 

J. Coonan, M. Noonan, C. Long, M.H. Cavanagh. 
Apologies:

Cllrs. D. Doyle & W. Ireland. 

In attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager, P.O’ Neill, T. Gunning, T. Walsh, J. McCormack, Directors of Service, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, M. Brennan, A.M. Walsh and M. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officers, D. McDonnell, Management Accountant, A. Waldron, Meetings Administrator, A. M. Shortall, A/Admin Officer, J. Fogarty, Co. Librarian and M. Morrissey, Senior Library Assistant. 

At the outset of the meeting the Cathaoirleach Cllr. M. Shortall requested that the meeting be formally adjourned to allow completion of the Statutory Estimates Meeting. This was unanimously agreed. Upon completion of the Estimates Meeting, the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council resumed at 4.30 p.m. 
Votes of Sympathy 

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 

· Tom Gunning, Director of Services, Roads & Sanitary on the death of his father Thomas Gunning. 
· Mary Butler, County Hall, on the tragic death of her son Padraig. 

· Mary Cashin, on the death of her mother Mary Blanchfield 

· McEntee Family, Conahy on the death of Owen McEntee 

· McKenna Family, Castlecomer on the death of Martin McKenna 

· Gaule Family, Kilmacow on the death of Bill Gaule. 

· Jimmy Grace, Portnahully, Carrigeen, Via Waterford on the death of his brother Fr. Paddy Grace.

· Mollie & Donal Callanhan, Kilfane, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Eoighan Callanhan

· Mr. & Mrs Maurice Ryan, Clara, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their son Dan Ryan. 

· Barbara Carroll, Beech Park, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Sean Carroll. 

· Mrs. P. Doyle, Warrington, Kilkenny on the death of Denis Brennan. 
· Margaret Irish & Family, Hugginstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Pat Irish. 
· Anthony Nolan, Johnswell, Kilkenny on the death of Brigid Nolan. 

· Mrs. Walsh, Ballykillaboy, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Michael Walsh. 

Before the formal business of the meeting the Cathaoirleach invited the Leas Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Brennan to propose a formal welcome. The Leas Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Brennan formally welcomed the members and staff present of Kilkenny County Council to the library in Castlecomer. Members from all sides expressed their pleasure at attending this meeting in Castlecomer. Members also expressed the view that meetings of Kilkenny County Council should take place on a regular basis around the County. 
1. Confirmation of Minutes – Dearbhú Miontuairiscí

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 21st November, 2005. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- 
“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 21st November, 2005 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

Contribution by Cllr. T. Maher noted in Matters Arising. 
(b) Minutes of Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 2nd December, 2005. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- 
“That the minutes of the Special Meeting held on 2nd November, 2005 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(c) Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th November, 2005. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- “That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th November, 2005 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(d) Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 16th November, 2005.

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- “That the minutes of Callan Electoral Area held on 16th November, 2005 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(e) Minutes of SPC 1 – Forward Planning & Environment Meeting held on 17th November, 2005.
Proposed by Cllr. M. H.Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- “That the minutes of SPC 1 Meeting held on 17th November, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
(f) Minutes of SPC 2 – Infrastructure, Transportation, Water Services & Other Policy Issues held on 24th November, 2005  
Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved:- “ That the minute of SPC 2 Meeting held on 24th November, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
2.
Business prescribed by Statue, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. 


Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó rúin an Chomairle. 

(a) Housing and Other Disposal – Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile 

Housing – Tithíocht

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- 

(i)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Crutt, Clogh, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny to Thomas and Geraldine Condron in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 13th December, 2005) 

(ii)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Curraghmartin, Carrigeen, Via Waterford, Co. Kilkenny to Geraldine Suffin in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme” (Notification issued to members on 13th December, 2005) 

(iii)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 63 Ashfield East, New Orchard, Newpark Upper, Kilkenny to Sinead Wemyss in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 13th December, 2005) 

(iv)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 11 McDonagh Street, Kilkenny to Yvonne and John McCormack in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme” (Notification issued to members on 13th December, 2005) 

(v)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at West Street, Callan, Co. Kilkenny to William and Joan McCormack in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 13th December, 2005) 

(vi)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 65 St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Sharon Woods in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 13th December, 2005) 

(vii)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 66 St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Kathleen Doyle in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification issued to members on 13th December, 2005) 

(viii)
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in site at No. 7 Ballyhale, Co. Kilkenny to Kathleen Walsh for the sum of €35,000. (Notification issued to members on 13th December, 2005) 

(b)      Other Disposal – Díuscairt Eile 

Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved:- 
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of a plot of land measuring approximately 156 square metres at Maryville, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny to Christopher Dunne, Ballyreddin North, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny for the sum of €3,000.00 with the purchaser being responsible for all the legal costs associated with the sale. 

(c)  
Community & Enterprise – Pobal and Fiontar 

(i) Recreational Capital Fund- 

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- “That report on the Recreational Capital Fund Draft of which was circulated to all members be and is hereby approved”. 

(ii) Two Nominations onto County Enterprise Board 
Deferred until the January Meeting. 
 (d)

Environment - Comhshaol 
     
Castlecomer Demesne Business Plan 
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. A. Phelan and resolved:- “That the Concise Business Plan for the Castlecomer Demesne Project a copy of which had been circulated to the members of Kilkenny County Council attending this meeting be and is hereby adopted”. 
(3)      Urgent Correspondence – Comhfhreagas Práinneach 

   None 

(4)  Business adjourned from a previous meeting – Gnó ar athló   ó chrinniú Roimhe seo. 

   None 

(5) Fix Dates and Times of Meetings – Dátaí agus Amanta do   chruinnithe a  shocru 
 Schedule of meetings from December 2005 to February 2006 as circulated. 
(6) Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council- Plé ar Thuairiscí  agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 

(a) Report on Kilkenny Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 14th November, 2005. 
Report presented by Cllr. J. Coonan:- 

Issues  considered:- 
· The members were unanimous in their praise for the new link road and acknowledged that this was the work of an in house team both Design and Construction. They requested that this praise and congratulations be passed onto those staff involved in the project and in particular to the outdoor staff. 
· Environmental issues – to be advanced through Environment SPC 

- Disposal of green garden waste 

     - Back yard burning 

     - Purcells Inch recent emissions
(b) Report on Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 16th  November, 2005 

Report presented by Cllr. T. Maher.  

             Issues considered:-
· Minutes and report of meeting of the 16th November agreed 

· Multi Annual Roadworks Restoration Programme 2006-2008 Callan Area Scheme adopted. 

· Recreational Funds Policy – Draft Policy agreed subject to cognizance being taken of the special needs of the Callan Area 

· Notice of Motion that Callan Electoral Area Members approve the request from the Garda Siochana Callan for the provision of double yellow lines adjacent to the car park wall on Chapel Lane, Callan, unanimously agreed. 

· Agreement that proposals for FairGreen, Callan be put on public display within the next two weeks. 

· Reminder that members submit their proposals for inclusion in the next Speed Limit Review. 

· It was agreed to add to future Agendas specific items for dealing with matters raised by the Voluntary Forum members. 

· Deputation from Kells National School Board, and parents association regarding road safety in relation to school provision of footpath and provision of temporary green areas/site for future school on the Haggard Road, Kells. 

        (c)    Report on SPC 1 – Forward Planning & Environment Meeting held on 17th November, 2005. 


Report presented by Cllr. M. Lanigan:- 



Issues considered:- 
· Wind Energy Update – Council to write to the Department of Environment voicing its concerns over the delay with the issuing of the wind energy guidelines 
· Council to write to the Minister Noel Dempsey of the Department of Marine and Natural Resources to express its concern regarding the role played by the ESB in deter timing access to the National grid and the resulting delays. 

· Local Area Plans Update 

· Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines Update – Deferment of meeting with the Chairman and the Superintendent regarding anti social behaviour. 

In response to queries from the members Philip O’ Neill informed the meeting that as yet they had received no guidelines from the Department of the Environment. Members contributing expressed dissatisfaction at the delay at the issuing of these guidelines. A discussion took place regarding the role of the ESB in this matter. 
Contributions: Cllrs. T. Maher, P. O’ Neill, T. Breathnach, B. Aylward, P. Millea, D. Dowling, J. Brennan, M. Noonan, C. Connery and A. Phelan. 

(d) Report on SPC 2- Infrastructure, Transportation Water Services and other policy issues held on 24th November, 2005. 
                Report presented by Cllr. P. Dunphy. 
                Issues considered:- 
· Bus Shelters 
· Update on National Roads – N9/N10 Waterford/Kilcullen approval from on Bord Pleanala for the construction of this road together with the report of the inspector whose recommendation was rejected by the board. 
· Update on Sanitary Services. 

· Motorway Service Areas 

· Current safety practices for new road schemes. 

It was agreed that the N9/N10 Waterford/Kilcullen road be placed as an issue on the January Agenda. It was agreed that a copy of the report of the inspector for An Bord Pleanala be forwarded to members with the Agenda for that meeting. 

A discussion took place regarding the locations nominated for the consideration of a bus shelters. It was confirmed by Tom Gunning that the placing of bus shelters would ultimately be the responsibility of Bus Eireann or the private bus companies. 

Contributions: Cllrs. T. Maher, T. Breathnach, B. Aylward, P. Cuddihy,
 C. Connery. 
(7)       Other Business set for the Notice convening the Meeting – 

   Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe 

   None 

(8)     Conferences – Comhdhálacha 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and agreed. 

(9) Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha  ag èirí as Miontuairiscí

With regard to the minutes of the November Meeting, Cllr. T. Maher noted that his contribution regarding the Kells Local Area Plan originally made at the October Meeting had not been recorded then or subsequently in the minutes of the November Meeting of Kilkenny County Council. Cllr. Maher had raised the issue of alternative zoning along the Kilmoganny Road. A commitment was given that alternative proposals would be looked at, at planning application stage providing the overall objectives of the Local Area Plan were not compromised. 
(10) Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 
In response to a query from Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick the County Manager informed the meeting that issues relating to the delay on construction work on the ring road are currently under discussion between Kilkenny County Council, the NRA and the Contractor. He informed the meeting that he was hopeful that the matter would be resolved early in the New Year. 

11. Notices of Motion – Fógraí Rúin. 
Notices of Motions 39(05), 40(05), 41(05), 42(05) were deferred until the January Meeting. 
(c) 12.   Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking  support  of Kilkenny County Council - Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:

44(05) Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly 

“That the Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly calls for the total ban on drift net fishing off our shores & that the Government meet the drift net people with a view to buying out their licences” 

Noted 

    45(05) Macroom Town Council – 25th November, 2005 

“That this Council calls on the Departments of Justice, Transport and the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Finance to introduce measures to improve pedestrian visibility at night by means of reflective jackets or otherwise”. 

“That this Council calls on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to grant local authorities the discretion to set their own fees for licences, for street furniture, granted under Section 254 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and schedule 12 of the Planning & Development Regulations, 2001”. 

Noted 

46(05) Longford County Council – 25th November, 2005 

“That Longford County Council call on the Minister for Justice to bring forward workable legislation, as a matter of urgency, to enable prosecution of those found in possession of, and using unauthorised fireworks”. 

Noted 

47 (05) Waterford County Council – 2nd December, 2005 

“That Waterford County Council call on the Minister for Education and Science to instigate a review of Catchment areas for school transport at both primary and secondary level”. 

Noted 

48 (05)  Mullingar Town Council – 7th December, 2005

“That Mullingar Town Council calls on the Minister at the Department of Social and Family Affairs to introduce a lo-call telephone service similar to other Government Departments”. 



Noted. 

Before concluding the meeting the Cathaoirleach thanked all those who had made it possible to have this meeting here in Castlecomer. He wished in particular to thank the staff members of Kilkenny Branch Library in Castlecomer, Mary, Teresa and Glen. At this juncture he invited all members, staff and press present to the Annual Christmas Dinner in the Lime Tree, Castlecomer. 

The meeting concluded at 5.15 p.m. 
________________________ 


_____________________ 

Cathaoirleach 



Date 
